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HEY are the cars that
most of us will have
consigned to the

scrapheap of nostalgia.

But somewhere in the world,
from India to Afriea and South
Amernica, they arestil] being built.

The Mevicans have never stopped
making the Volkswagen Beetle, vet it
wad given the heaveho by VW in
Gormany in 1978, This year Bestle
production restarted in Brazil.

In Moroceo and the Central African

Fepublic, they still build the Peugeot 504
somw 15 years after it was replaced in

Fairope, The 504 and Payhans, which we
know aa the Hilloumn Hunter of the
Seventies wid Eighties, wore also in full
awing in Irnn untibwar intervened, There
are some 1.5 million Huntors on Iran's
roada; the lost ones were built in the UK
in 1988,

Citroen's endearing, and enduring,
260V continued o be ailt in Portugal for
mare than two years after production had
stopped in Panis

And of course that great hero of the
Becond World wir, the Willyu Joep, 18still
around in virious guises, Chrydler make
it ma the Weangler and in Indin it's a
Mihindra.

Indin nlso love claim to the Morris
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Oxford — it's still ative and well as the
aptly namod Ambassador.

Just off the Indion const the people of
8ri Lanka are buay turning out parts for
that other stalwart of the Maorris empire,
the Minor.

Maorris Minors are o major force in the
world of curs that refuse to die, Chirlie
Ware who lnunched the Marris Minor
Centre in Bath in 199, rechona there are
gorme BO.OM0 still on the roads in Britain

& The Hiliman
Hunter, lel, soldiers
on in fran while,
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H'I"ﬂt‘l.'wmdqht.lu“
just never gone away

and at least 100,000 in [ndis, Malsyeia
and Singapor

His dream, announced two yedrs ago
and slowly becoming reality, 1s to start
building new Minorsagiain by 1995, using
the factory in Sri Darki.

The last Minor was built in Britdgin in
1971 after a production Hie that spanned
almosta quarterof aventurvand at about
the same time that Charles Ware was
grabbing headlines as property restorer
and re-developer "Chumpagne Chartiv'—
he owned Bath's Thentre Roval and a
sprawling country estate nosth of the
city, His empire collapsed along with the
property market in the mid-70s

But that aame philosophy of restore
and rebiild s applied to cam. Charlie
likens A carto an nﬁl house. So long as the
outaide is sound you run put in central
heating to replice open fires and all
manner of modem electrical gadgeta 1o
Lmprove it

o & thoroughly modern Minor
might havenanti-jock brokes, and
al lJeast disc brakes, a more
powerfulengine, evena diesol —und onee
the demand s there, catalyvtic convertioes
to clean up the exhaust emissions: (An
enthusiant m Germuany bas built a Minor

‘et but it would cost sbout £1,000 4t he
momentl

Mot bad for a car that at its launch was
described by William Morris, later Lord
Nuffield, as looking like a poached
He refused to have anything to do with
the Minor until production had
the million mark.

Charlin Ware r,etimules}:lhﬁt there is
demand now for 2000 new Minors & yRir.
The factory in Sri Lanka —it's called The
Durnble B;lr Compuny. — 18 currently
producing 70 percento il body partsand
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they are being used for restoration
worl

The recession bas put the timetahle
back for producing the complets durahle
car, but Charlie 1e atill optimistic amdd
delighted at the quality of the paris
coming out of the ;&nm}.

"W sre investing in people, not suto-
mation. We're not exploiting the Inbotr
foree but expanding it and giving theman
alternative to arefacts and touriat
trinketa” Pay rates for the Durable Car
Compaty workers are aboat 15 per cent
higher than genera] in Sri Lanka.

]

'ED MORRIS MINOR — SOMEWHERE IN THE WORLD THEY STILL SURVIVE

@ ig scomful, and almost

incredulows, of the modemn

trend to bulld o enr-in as fow
hours aa posaible using a8 fiw people.
He'd mther have 10,000 Sri Luankans
build & new Minor in 1,000 hours than
1,000 workers build a Ewobox in b i
hours.

“By investing in peopls we don't have
to tie up vast suma of money in advonced
machine tools becauss n_lh[urmm t ::im'.! af
intelligent poeopls i6 availnble to design,
form, ﬁ“and finiah wellmnde products
thust can be sold around the world at
competitive prices.”

Charlie Ware has sesn 35vear-old
Minors with 400,000 miles on the clock
etill going stromg. Uner production

underway in Sri Lanka, his dream of the
everlasting car comes it stilge neqarer.

But of course it i3 just possible that the
Chinese might hove the. same
They're putting Citroen ZNs together
from kmockdown Kits, slowly producing
maore &nd more purts themselves,

They call the ZX the Fulung — and
who knows, long after Citroenreplace the
model, Fuknngs will no doubt still be
alive and well in Beijing
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